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Leiter t 
the Ciena noticed in page 76 oe th Debt m: 


_ © "That astto his (Lord. Be *s) name being atthe 
ofa subscription to take off by lottery the cargo f t 
, which could not find a market in- 
had no recollection at all of the circumstance, ae, 
did recollect, that upon the arrival of the Hog ee 
at Madras, it had been signified to him by the Captain,’ ; ; 
that he should be utterly raincd, if he was ‘obliged to. ". 
depart without finding a sale for his goods, Upon this Fe 
representation, he, with others, engaged to take bis a 
investment from him, at their own risk ; and it was 
afterwards sold without loss. This was “the only’ re- | 
collection -he had of any transaction similar to what | 
had been stated.” 
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Opinions a the late Lord Melville, Lord. Gree ‘ 
ville, Marquis Wellesley, Lord Castlereagh, 
Mr. Pitt, Sir Philip Francis, and the Sas 

—- Committee of the House A ‘Commons for Todia, 4 

i Affairs. + Pa at ie ean 

Letter: from. Lord Melville, dated ad prt 1800.. €: ‘a 

\ oo ‘That the ostensible form of Government, ‘with all | 
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- givetimstantes are fuily House, Tam coi 
dent that a Renewat_of the Compan, th. ’ 
appear to be much for the interest of the country.—! 

has been wad that sineé the publication of the speech 

of my right honorable friend (Mr. Dundas) ever 
believes that the charter will be renewed: an 

glad to hear that such ts the case, because it can 
arise from a public conviction, that the renewal of the 

Charter, upon the terms and upon the requisnooqien bi 

which the Tast-udia Pipeay, have agree to aecept 

it, will be mach for the interest of this country an 
every poipt ef views": oof.) By alilmar? gee WePky, 


Lord Melville's Speech in the House of Commons, Aprit 
: ' 1793. NN are eM 


oweR da a4 ( 


Stating “¢ bis full conviction, after mature consides 
ration, that if the Indian patronage should be vested < 
and concentted immediately in the Crown, the weight. 
of it would be too great in the balance of our govern- 
ment, and might prove dangerous to the spirit of ile 
constitution.” * . 


Sir Philip Fi rancis's Speech tn the House of Commons, 
April 1793. +o ae 


‘* With respect to the Renewal of the Companiv’s 
exclusive Charter to trade to India; I have already 
4 i "s Fa 


'-@ Mr. Pitt said, he perfectly agreed that a capital speech had_ 
been made by Mr. Dundas ; this the House and the Pablig already 
knew :—A speech which, for comprehensive. knowledge of the 
history of India and of the various sources of the British commerce, 
to the East-Indies, deduced from anthenticated statements of Indian 
ffairs, and for wise arrangements for the administration of. our 
tic provinces, and of the general commerce of the empire ia oft 
speech. which, combining objects. formerly thought irreconcilable 
presented one pert iplen for the improvementof the whole; 9) 
speech which he would venture to affirm, though it might haye - 
been equalled in that House, never had been ed Bahar? in 
the House of Commons, 24th May, 1793. 
: 2yY ‘ 
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es inition, and, other implements ’of »war, 

ith w sich it is not your. ‘trae “policy to-furnish the 
jan princes, the manufactures of England canhardly 

said to be saleable in India beyond the rifting: amouit 
sary for the consumption 7 aaa? ; 


Pitt's beech to the House of Commons, ‘Quth May 
3 oh eat sth 1793, ‘ 


“Mr. Pitt ocbtted to. examine, he observations 
le by 3 r Fox upon the commercial and political 
iements in the bill’ He (Mr. F.) had ad re- 
9 the common plage topic, that a free trade was 
ble 18 &” ‘monopoly, insixting that the House 
| @Pught ‘not to’ forget’ this principle, unless very good 
| -¥easoné should ‘be ¢ Se for adopting a contrary one. 
his speculation, © Mr. Pitt said, had been repeated  ° 
“thousand times. by ae less ingenious men.iban the- 
fit hoi. member, and se: wrcely conld have been ex- 
ted ‘to have beeti ¥esorted to, as the force of it had 
en done away by his right hon, friend (Mr. Dundas) 
park be firs opened the sudject,y bottoming his argu-_ 
AL,» mot on vague speculation but on inferences dpawen 
m hisiony y and from :authentycated accounts. Herve 
Pitt asked. whether the,claims of the manufacturers 
not been listened to and provided for, and whether 
€ exciusive privilege.of.the Company had not been 
) -Tendered subservient to the resources of the Binge: # we 


be Lord. Gren’ s Speech an the ‘Fiwad of dora; 3a 
i $6 993% pom peas 1993, } 


in HOHE Grenville | said “ that’ it it’ were.. necessary 
“to enter’ ar kee, into any ‘general, ‘detail. 

eer our Possessions in India, or, any ive 
“ied ak tae to ithe mone in ais, Todia 

t td rit Sas rned, and 1 in which, the fale ne that 
try otight to be a on, it would open a very 
































“wide and extensive. field indeed; n tl 

" dease, itdid not appear to him’ this “was 

.Shape necessary, ‘because he ‘felt that’t ce rou 

* had .to\goson was verymach narrowed) by fiavi 
‘not. ancl el ounded experience as 2 #oides 
which was at all times ‘perhaps’ the best, Wat’ 
ticularly: so under suet ' circumstances ‘as @x 

present. Nine years-experience’ hal proved the b 
ofthe. present system, and there appeared therefore 
Just reason why tt shouldbe altered. -’The present 
of course assumed for its principle the continuance, 
that system ; but.as ideas ‘had been entettained bysome, © 
that in the hands of the Kast-India Company, the trade — 
to India, was confined within narrower limits,;shan- 
‘would be the cise were it open to be engaged in, by 
‘the whole capital and the whole spirit of enterprise of 
‘this country ; provisions were now, for the first, time, 
introduced into the present bill, which would give an 
opportunity for trying the experiment, by, allowi 

_ Merchants and traders to adventure on their own, bot-. 
tom under certain NECEssARy regiilations. , Oe Ee, 


Lord Castlereagh's Opinion expressed in the Debate in the Br 
House of Commons on the East-India Budget, 13th "ii 
July 1806. vse 


It seemed, however, unjust'to describe the Com- ) 
pany’s commerce as carried on ata loss.. To what 
precise extent it might be profitable, after providing: 
a liberal dividend to the proprietors, might be a matter. 
of more difficult calculation, and must, like all ‘cot 
mercial results, be in its nature fluctuating; but, in 
reasoning upon this branch of the Company’s affairs)’ 
the worthy alderman (Mr. Prinsep) must establish 9) 
several preliminary facts, before he can expect to 
persuade Parliament that the:commercial existence of 
the Company is to be considered merely on grounds of ) 

xercantile’ profit. He must be prepared to she 
that individuals would be as likely to carry on 
the’ commerce of ea Ra 





ndiay under all the fluctuations to ~~ 
Which such a trade ig liable, where the outgoingsare 
great, dnd ‘the retufns-“distan:, “a3, a_ great, wading 
7 ? i ae | vg ¥ 2 £0 9) rast Bea 
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‘the injurious influence on the prosperity of India, 
“Which may be the consequence of an unsteady and. | 
unequal dentand for chieir produce, before: he. .can 
xpect’ to satisfy: Parliament, that .an intercourse, 
perfectly unrestrained, is preferable to that qualified 
tercourse, partly: free and partly ‘restricted, which 
yw prevails, “the assuines, “that individuals by 
ising an ‘inferior description of tonnage, conld carry 
the trade ‘at Jess expense; and consequently at 
eater profit, he must be prepared to shew, that this 
is not merely by throwing the difference of theexpense 
6p the public, by rendering numerous andyexpensive 
« nvdys Tequisite to protect their feeble vessels in'time 
OF war} whilst the Company's ships, with a compara- 
ay ‘slight’ aid from our navy, are competent to 
roteet each other, and to set the enemy’s ships of 
ar, even when in considerable force, at defiance. 
| He must ‘be prepared to shew, that such an esta- 
““dlishment as think of the Company, could be kept up ~ 
Avithout the protection of a qualified monopoly ; ot 
F ea sich a'system is in itself unnecessery to the po-- 
“Jitical existence ‘of the Company, and the manage- 
“Hient of large ttfritorial revenues, when both in peace 
“and. in war funds: must be transferred through the 
medium of commerce from India to Europe aiid from 
Europe to Iudia. He must also shew, before he can 
establish that the interest of the manufacturer at home 
“WWinterésted in sevh a change, that individual specu- 
‘Kites Would “be ‘disposed to send out. British manue 
_~factures, even at some loss, as the Company’ have 
_ Sfreqiventiy doe, or that there is any other limit to 
> the amount of this description of ‘export, on ‘the part 
pf the Compan an the utmost quantity the Indian 
_, Market cin take off, which they bave not hitherto 
; nable, with their, most strenuous efforts and some 
Fifices, to,carry beyond 2,000,000 a year, - The 
Many, other important doubis must be lved, 
Fe any. satisfactory or sowpd conclusion can be 
to, on the great pratiigal question (Private 
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“WBkades “to with he < wedtliy:aldetinen,: 

‘out of time, had been solicitous t ithe atten 
“OF the Commitveds” 8? OC SoA o nor oat 
his YORU Y i DOES Big? (t of ; Lio ee. " 
‘Fith Report of the Select Committee of the House: 


oT Commons, FubyeVe 12ie08 OF vane 
mL ed diya byg. 24 é inty vitgotr 
-) The Committee, after declaring that they. fe 
a part of their duty to offer some account of, 
nature and history of the extensive establis 
for the internal administration of India, ‘¢ trust, 
such ap account will be acceptable to the House, , 
only as shewing the importance and utility of, 
establishments themselves, to the welfare andor 
of the conntry,,.but as evincing the waremutting a 
that has influenced the efforts of those to whom the 
vernment of our Indian possessions has been consig 
to establish a system of administration best calculat 
to promote the confidence, and conciltate the feeling 4 
the native inhabitants, not less by a respect for their — 
own twsiitutions, than by the endeavour gradual, ot Ry 
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engraft upon. them suck improvements, as might shield, 
under the safeguard of equal laws, every class of . 
people from the oppressions of power, and communicate 
to them that sense of protection and assurance-of justices ~~ 
which the efficent spring of all public prosperity and ~” 
happiness. te 
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Historical and Commercial Data on which the Baste — 
India Company's Charter was renewed in shegner a 
1793.—£xtract of a Report from the Select Come , 
mitiee, laid before Parliament, previous to passing’ | 
the Regulating Actin 1793. ; Ly’ oil 


So early as the year 1600, in the infancy of the a 
‘East-India Trade, the propriety of rendering it a.” 
fs onopoly becatne evident to Queen Elizabeth. This, 
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mth, thus early acknowledged, has been since‘con= ~ 
“sidered as an axiom of Government. Whenever itvhas _ 
been departed from, the evils arising from theinnov. ition 


proved their owa cure. 
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‘so different as those of the Stnavts, 


bhi monopolized. commerce 
ed to be guarded by very strong measures, of 
en i se tle at Me ee 
he Nation even thought necessary to) make it a 
ation in she Treaty of Vienna, (concluded, in 
that the Emperor Charles VI. should, in) favour 
“British monopoly, give up’ the’ Obtend Com- 
his favourite scheme} in protection of which 
dons shut his ears against the clamours of Great 
sand H0Wahd, ie Bo 3 
‘short periods for whith the Charter bas been, 
i tithe to'time, renewed, ‘prove that hotvever ex- 
perience might convince, as to the advantages of an 
pe sete still there existed if Government a 
audable caution’ with respect to thé public benefit, in 
ing, 2 power of resumption at a short period. 
rom this caution, the Company’s monopoly,;in 
ving its stabil Bi derives its glory ; for repeated 
arters, Royal. Proclamations, and Acts of Parlia- 
Mave sanctioned the wise policy of Elizabeth. 
ae emergencies of Government,’ and that pra- 
e which sometimes prescribes a temporary sacri- 
> to popular prejudice, have indeed, at some pe- 
ods, seemed to: favour the views of individual 
adventurers. But these appetrances lasted no longer 
nthe necessity which extorted them. It was rather 


( nivance than a licence. ; 
S either “does it appear that these individuals ever 













ded in their speculations. They, bought at a 
Price, from the.poverty of the State, or the 
venality of ity members, a permission to ruin. them- 

eS. }, ge Se ily 
baa oceurs only one instance that forms an ex- 


ako 


tion, to .the oiform opinion, of Government “on. 
; great and important. commereial point; it is. 
attempt, of Qliver Cromwell, about the  vear 
» today the trade open, This bold.exporim 

ed as might have been expected, it, coufi \ 
eetor in the wisdom of that policy whieh he. 
ed—The monopoly was ,re-cstablished, and 
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sped of Baru Mona. at Me, i g 
to his Lordship by the Court of Directors at the 
= of London Tavern, the 29th January 1813, 
to his departure to assume the office: of. 


General, and Lpnipentein- Ns, of the 
Forces in India. 


After er returning thanks for the hdénour dine tain i 
expressing his carnyst desire to’ merit it by the 
with which'he should endeavour to maintain, the iaip 
tant interests’ committed “to “his mahagement, t 
Lordship adverted to the inseparable’ cone 4 
those intcrests with the welfare of the Empire, rl 
sources of that public-prosperity which hac raked’ id 
country so fur beyond any other in the world, Wi 
been happily suggested to their reflection by the 86 
** God save the King,” to which they bad lo 
with so much pleasure. It was indeed to the a 
which this country enjoys under the reign’ of 
Brunswick line, that we must refer all our * blessi gs. 
The consciousness of this freedom is the spring” pt a 
that individual exertion whence arises the strength, an 
splendour of the British Empire. The commergé - 
which has furnished the nerves of that strength, ¢o d ‘" 
only bave received its energy from the security "felt by, : 
every one engaved in it, for his undisturbed enjoy rete! 
of all that bis skill and activity might acquire, The? 
stupendous. structure with which he on this occasio i. 
Riad the hononr of being publicly connected, rested of Rd 
novother foundation: And to what a pitch bad it ee 
carried !+-That 'rooth exhibited a’ strict vérificiitian 
what .elséwhere was ‘bat a thetorical figure: 7° § 


Merchants ‘are Princes,”—Princes, not in exteat of A 


Neeell, 


alg toy 
tention the instructions trans 
in is eee for the manag 
ions in India. slits ernerogs thé 
1 unremitt solieltu or the mu ‘ 
dian. vg tn which se instrf sHoils un = 
erineedy aflorded the st triumph for ¢ 
How pete those dispositions of” 
i nog been seconded by the servants of the” 
ms India should; not rest _ upon his. i i 
on, He would appeal to testi beyond 
reach of possible suspicion. He would recur ahi Rea 
wmients | which ‘afford. irr efragable conclusion as to the 
lnestimable advanta res obtained by the natives of those” 
cts which had fallen under the dominion of ‘the - 
mpany.: -He alluded to the Reports of the Commit * 
ee of the, House of Commons; judges, so far frém 
f rtial, ‘that they acted upon seyyre, if not even hos-” 
~ tile, serutiny. What bave these Reports exhibited — - 
id inercase of populauion from the hour that each 
Boies became a part of the Company’s possessions ; 
‘Sounprising augmentation of revenue, although innu-* 
table imposts, to which the inhabitants had been 
“subjected under their own Princes, were suppressed 
jy the Government of the Company: in short, ‘all 
» that can indicate confidence and security, happiness 
~-and affluence, He could not point at those additions 
territory without recollecting the valour and con- 
act of that army to which the empire owed such 
important acquisitions. He was well aware, that-no 
ewogy from him could render more vivid the lustre 
ich justly attended their services; bat it was his 
ride to have been addressed that day by a title ae 
haere Chief ) which identified bim, io’ all ‘but’ 
my oi their achievements, with the army of} 
pany: and he might be allowed, ftom feeling’a 
agg interest with it, the gratifi Dp of this asser= 
pon of its merits. The ability, of i its ‘offivers, | ‘the 




















































disproportione 
il—its hiamanity to’ the ‘conquered ‘no’ less sig 
than_itsintrepidity in ‘the contest: andthe imimens 
value of those possessions Which it has added to 
general stock, must ever hold forth that army as 
oat at ‘admiration and respect to the British peo 
fas there aught beyond. this ?—yes, that army 
the glorious consciousness of haying planted be 
wherever it has raised its trophies, and ‘of hay 
marked the career of its triumphs by the diffusion 
all the blessings which flow from the distribution of 
impartial justice and the protection of reo . 
overnment. Such was the fabric which he had the ‘a 
Ech distinction of being entrusted to ‘superintend? 
He\saw, yet saw With satisfaction, no brilliattey of 
career before him, because his predecessors in the 


Sie 


Government, and those who had gone before himin 
the military command, had left no difficulty to be 
pi reared Sa dangers to be subdued—still” the : 
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was enough to gratify honest ambition. It would be 
sufficient praise for him, if by vigilance and pati my 
assiduity, he could preserve unimpaired that sublime ©) ~ 


edifice of national glory, which had been reared by ©) 
the supereminent talents and unconquerable valour of 
former servants of the Company. + VB 













Extract from the SHEFFIELD Petition, advertéd lo — 
: b ahi Grant (the Director), in the preceding 
Debate. ok 


'=Alarming state of commerce in’ consequence of, 
aie from the Continent of Europe, from Ames — 


+ 


2, from Africa, by the difficulty of access, and. 
jarbarism of the inbabitants, and from the richest” — 
provinces of Asia by the monopoly of the Kast-India ~ 
Company, the discontinuance ef which wouldbeone 
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“were permitted to flow uni 
Een Warteeat da eontea 
Micht, in the butset, like a torrent ‘represt, 
“by obstruction,’ when its sluices were ‘first 
break forth with-uncontrolable impetuosity, 
zing instead of supplying the, distiiét before ‘it ; 
hat very violence which tat the beginning might 
artially injurious, would in the issue prove hig iy 
permanently beneficial ; no part being unvisited, 

ts of commerce, that spread, over.the face of 
nd, as they subsided might. wear - themselves 
s thréuch which they might continue to flow 
er afterwards in regular and_ fertilizing streams ; 
that ‘to the'wealthy, enterprizing, honorable dnd 

igable British merchant, conducting ‘in person 
2wh Sconcerns,;no obstacle would’ prove insur- 
atable, no “prejudice invincible, no difficultys 
axtning ; wants where he found them he*would- — 
4 where they. did not exist he would create them, 
‘ding the means of gratification, wif 
















, ae > THE END. 
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_. ADVERTISEMENT. = 


THE Ldittor has, at length, completed the Debates _ 
held at the several adjourned Courts oF PROPRIE~. 
ToRs, on what, for distinction’s sake, has been called 


THE INDIA QUESTION: 


. and whether it be considered in respect to the welfare 
‘of the Company, the happiness of Eastern millions, or 
the safety of the British Empire, it is one of the most 
momentous questions that could agitate the interest, — 
the talents, and the honour of the greatest orators and 
statesmen, As the'same question is to be solemnly dis- 
cussed in the Houses of Parliament, he conjures the 
‘Members of both, before they make up their minds on» 
light persuasion, or popular grounds, to study the opi- — 
nion, and weigh the arguments of those, whose lives 
have been conversant in, and whose abilities devoted 
to, the commerce and legislation of so vast an Empire, - 
He has added, in an Appendix, the Petition of the 
East India Company ; and a Report of the Committee 
of Correspondence, so frequently alluded to in the 
Debates—a Report, whose perspicuity of arrangement, 
and soundness of reasoning, cannot fail to convince 
the judgment of all those who are unbiassed and in- 
dependent. 
A Table of Contents, with the names of all the 

Speakers in the several Days’ Debates, is also added. 
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The Minutes of the last Court taving ee 
read— 4 “ 


proceedings by tec ies Sak to” 
’ Proprietors, that the present Court was summ< 7 
to.take into consideration a Petition which 
prepared to be laid before Parliament for the 
newal of the Company's Charter; which, w 
their permission, should be eameceeset read 
them. oe 

The Petition (for whicks see Appendix) ha 
. been read ; 

Sir Hugh Inglis, in continuation, fess 
that the Court having heard the Petition read, 
need not state to them that it was one of n 
common importance. On the fate of that P 
tion depended their dearest iffterests—the 1 





c adit in England, through the Indian Bie. 
as now carried on ;for if; by the pro- 
alteration, any great change were to be ef- 
fected in that revenue; there could be no ‘doubt, 
| thatithe general welfare of the whole country 
would be much impaired by it—(Hear ! hear !) 
Hi laving stated this; and the Petition having been 
ad to the Court, he would merely observe, that 
yas 'scatcely possible for gentlemen to carry 
while of its contents in their minds, from one 
s, ading.(Hear! hear!) He should, therefore, 
- gubmit to the Court, if they were anxious to come 

- te adecision that day, to have the petition read 
» over again—(Hear! hear!) It was not the wish 






ae ie oe 
Take p ha aE 


et 


- fthe Court of Directors to proceed /pretipitately 


on this great’ question; but, at the same time, 
4 peer felt. thatedelay was not desirable. They 
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e.expected to come forward with'their cduse 


P i ppendly. He hoped it was a good one—(Hear # 
hear !jaand he believed the more generally the 
a ‘state of that cause Was known, on a ‘higher and 

"more elevated ground would ‘the Company stand 


be in public estimation, et Hees ! hear ) It rested 
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mediately, or to express their wishes for a farther — 
delay. If they should prefer delay, he hoped it, 
would not be for.any considerable times. |) 
There was only one point more connected with 
the Petition that had just been read, which he would 
touch upon before he sat down: ‘certain blanks 
were left for the amount of bonds paid off by the 
Company, the reason for which was, that as the 
sums, were fluctuating every day, ithe amount — 
could not.be inserted correctly till the day “when | 
the Petition should be presented to Parlia a ent. 








pany were authorised by law to raise £7,000,00 : 
by bonds ; but, from circumstances, which “must. 
be evident to every gentleman. in that Court,” 
those bonds had been coming in of late more 
rapidly than the Company had any reason to. 
expect; or than would have been the case, under 
more favourable circumstances. It might, how- 
ever, be satisfactory for the Court to know ‘how 
the bonds stood at present. There were out> 
stattling against the Company; bonds to the 
” amount.of £5,441,000 of the..£'7,000,000 they 
were allowed to raise. In conclusion, the.Chair- 
man observed, he should be very happy to hear 
the sentiments of any honourable ii - 
the Petition. "ae 
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ore “proper game, to’, peckilin i 
pone fhels SeSprioatt cp sdtareoy: 


of “the Company was a at stake's and, 
, pitheirminds, they. ought to\ proceed 

t serious deliberation. » Forsthat 
ose he nought, a. short, delay» wasiadvisable. 
ei he proposed an adjournment: to 
y or Tuesday next, he hoped it would not 














le opinion of the: gentlemen on’ ‘the otherside 
: bar, that they ought to meet earlier, he 
d have no objection ; bat<he trusted: that 
Sourt, would avoid. every. thing. that looked 


as aprPcResngss to move ‘* That the Court should 
fedvesday next, to take the Petition i jako! 
deamon,” whem: . . isis se aots eat om 
Y Healt Inglis suggested, Naainn: not to a 

adjournment of. the Court,, but of the consi- 
n.of the Petition, to another day;s perhaps! 
Ea apeapiriniontien Re neoeey tobe: 


r sidered, too. distant a period, Should it © 


‘ ©. precipitation, . -The ‘hononsable proprietor’, 


se a} ete? hts 


Bed, 


oe. 
















be be thoughtproper to bring forward: 

« Mr. Trower said Hie,’ for ‘one, “a 
‘elie to an‘ immediate de¢ision? ThE 
had) ‘been long before the Coiitt, ‘and, ‘as it 
been maturely considered, he wa’ of opinion, 
they ought then to ‘state their determin 
The Petition»which had’ been just read, it 
true; differed considerably from that which it 
formerly intended to present ; but the’ a 
appeared to him to be most judicious, and 
perfectly’ suited: to the ‘Situation in which 
Company’'were placed, “But the subject mat 
of ‘the pétition was well understood ; they” 
since'knew the point to which they should’ 
driven; and, therefore, nothing novel was CO 
tained in the petition. Like all the other papers 
which had proceeded from the Court of Direc 
tors; itiwas an able, enlightened, and comprehen hi 
sive ‘production. —(Hear ! hear !)——The stibject, : 
had been’ so often discussed, that’ nothing 1 new 
could be advanced upon it: the question ‘had, ins a 

_ deeds been’ almost exhausted ; and under such | 2 
circumstances, it was with very great’ ‘diffidence — ie 
he;trespassed on the attention of the Court, being’ 
aware of the difficulty of ‘touching on ee 
which had not already been noticed. Tet ght, 
however, that’ the attention of the Court” eg 















ed iootheir real situation, that they. might 
necessity ‘of making. exertions, -both col- 
y, and individually, in mime of their 
oe a former period, His Majesty’s Mi- 
d come. to an agreement with tthe 
pany, that certain points: were to be, given 
s the basis of the renewal of their charter. 
a the petition drawn up on this foundation was to 
_ receive the support of Ministers, . Subsequently, 
Le they had called on the Court of Direc- 
pwn: to agree to farther concessions :. these conces 
sions they considered hostile to the best, interests 
rt Ke Company ; and, therefore, they had rer 
them, This had led to a rupture _ of the 
jation; and they were then about to pre: 
Net themselves at the bar of the. Legislature, un: 
_ supported by his Majesty’s Ministers—-depending 
_ solely on the expediency of the measure, and the. 
ri justice of their cause. The difficult situation in 
ee which they were placed, in consequence, was ob= 
ef . ‘Yious 5 but he hoped that Parliament would , not 
suffer this great Company ta be sacrificed. to a 
ee ¢lamour set_up by a few misjudging and inter, 
| sested individuals, That.the Government,of the 
y country should support the delusion was astonishs. 
‘ing; that they should join in the cry could scarcely 
pe be believed ; but, such being the fact, it was the 
duty of the Court. to oppose, with all. their 
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‘strength, er who had risen up agai 
them. ‘Théy ought not to be Wapiiee nor inti-_ 
fildated, by'the Joldness or “clamour of heir ene: 
mi¢s. A reference to their history w ev 
that, at a former period, they were ass tiled 
enemies equally loud and equally noisy." 
that time, the firmness of the Company, » ; 
by the wisdom of Parliament, was able ee sile 
their jdversdifes, as as he’ hoped they wou ce 
able to silence the empty declamations of the 
vocates of the Outports. —(Hear! hear ae d 
wished: not to speak disrespectfully of any set of 
men ; but he wotild call on the Court to Jook 
their pamphlets, which contained neither fair 7 
gument nor sound reasoning ; but abounded” in 
déclamation’ without argument, and ‘assertion 
without proof. Yet'such were the models to 
Which they wére'sent by His Majesty’s Ministers, 
to'learn the lessons of wisdom, and imbibe’ the 
maxiths of prudence. —( Hear ! hear !)—In some 
of thesé pamphlets the history of the trade of the 
Portuguese with India was quoted asa proof that 
an Unrestricted ‘Cofamerce with that Company 
might 'be carried On with success; ‘and ‘as afford- 
ing evidence that a chartered’ mdhopoly’ was un: 
necessary.’ ‘Now adinittiig’ the “fact that the 
trade of the Portuguese’ was an’ open’ one, he 
drew a‘very‘different inference from” that which 





pp fuioti aor ih ey lore om 
pidity dnd avariee of those free‘adventur 
Fear! Hear !)—Some persons had Bolte 
sir dwn sentiments, by quoting siuatha le . 
D Nr, Adain Smith}'who Had expressed 4 dé- 
inion against the interests of the’ Company. 
ry thing which fell from that gréat man was 
ed to réspect ; but it should ‘be’ recdllected, 
“wrote, a very essential alteration — 
a lace in the situation of the Company. 
é, they were, politically,’ ‘of littl im 
¢; but they were now, in that respect, ‘of 
‘fabebent = (Hear ! hear!)—Atnd the pre- 
\éstion ‘was more neatly ‘connected’ Withi 
ties as worereigns, that their ‘privileges “as 
nds (Hear! hear!)—It did “not there 
f follow, because my years ag ei hy in 
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vysie otherwise, if it,were, deemed. moe, 
to.dgcide. the. question. pis 3 
tigs,, than. by. the evidence geek ae 
of. the. Company. cowld adduce opinions, in. 
favouty not,» merely of, philosophers, ..| _ but, 
statesmen, tig greatest this, country. ever 
‘Many. of those, apinions, had. already, been. m 
tioned 5. and, he. now, Wished, to ‘add to. 
ligt, the, name. of the, immortal Burke, w W 
apinion,.on, this. subject, was entitled to gi 
er. weight,, because it, proceeded from. one 
the; most, determined and, formidable enemi 
the Company. ever had. —Speaking on Mr, EF 
bill, he, thus. expressed. himself — * I fe 
insyperable relyctance.to lend my hand to destroy ‘ 
any, established. form, of government, foratheory ~ 
however, perfect, —My, experience teaches, me 

nothing. clear, on. this subject hayg, knowp. 

merchants, with, the..scntiments, and abilities, of 

great Statesnen, and I haye,seen persons in, the ¢ 
* situation, of statesmen, with, the characters, ang. 
conceptions.of pedlans.” (Laugier... Mr. Burke. 
went.on to, say, that.no. accidental circum stances, rss 
that. nofhing: but. the. most imperipys, necessity. 
netinutinis bauliesseas to take om oe 
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i nt OF the affair’ 6f India out ofthe 
Sampany’s hands. (Hear J hear!) ¥ Such: iAvas 
‘opition of that great ian, iatithevery!mo- 
t when he was shaking the foundation of their 
; by “the thunders’ of “his eloquence. 
ear oy hear |)” A referencé’ td’ what occurred 
a that pétiod, would afford ‘a vety'strong argo~ 
“ment in’ favour of the present system. ‘For if, 
when’ ABUSES « were admitted to exist) Which called 
ta ahothér hand’ to rectify—if/ainder’ circum 
Me hs over which he would” rather’ throw-cthe 
Weil of oblivion, than’ cal] ‘them to the reoollec- 
ia Of the'Cowitif, in such ' a ‘State of things, 
“Gt wad hot deemed ‘expédient to'strip> thee Come 
ry of their tights “and privilegec—with “how 
aia less ‘propriety can such a‘measute now be 
advanced, awhen’ all parti¢s’ ‘concurred in bearing 
itness to the happiness and security of millions 
‘ who" “are placed” under their ' sway 1 (Hear! 
“hear J) “It might, formerly} have been observed, 
“Mwith some degree of propriety, ‘that whatever 
“wis the hazard of the experiment, the: danger 
*Swas'sth ‘as called for it} for it"was'to secure the 
liberty, of ‘the hatives of India, who'had'a strofig 
*claim’on “humanity ’ and justice. “Buf now the 
*aigiiments were all on’ the othérside.! Phe bene= 
“fits Held out ‘were’ merely probleiwatiéal anid:eon- 
‘fiigent, While the evils were Certaiiandopenma- 
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Srenti (Hear J. heart)... To the i 
India: ibewas a. melancholy, prospect, | threaten : 
to destroy that. p ul security, that happy Lf 
quillity,,.which they had so long enjoyed, un 

thes. mild and beneficent , government, of, 
(Company... (Hear /. hear !), What might. 
not fear.fromthe influx, of private, adventupers, 
who ‘would feel no sympathy for the inhabitants, 
of those’ countries 2—What might they not, a 
from»men who would take advantage’ of the mi 
character, of, those people, to beggar them oy u4 
extortion, iand crush them to the earth by their 
eruelties ?——She torrent of revolution would. cui 
-timately; overwhelm, not only those. who. pre 
duced, but those who deprecated the evil. 

country. would at length rise in revenge , 
dts-appressors;, the innocent and the guilty would 
-atike.fall. victims.to the rage of the people,, and | 
‘the English, like the Portuguese, would beswept 
from,the Peninsula.’ (Hear! hear /) Admitting, | 
vhosyever,» that there. were good grounds »for 
altering the system, no period could »haye been. 
aselected, for.that purpose, more improper. or 
* omore injudicious, than that, which . His, Majesty's 
sMipisters,had chosen. ; They, had, not chosep, it _ 
Seither, qwith seference to,the present, state, of the 
(Couniryz,ot theaflairs of ,the Company, but they - 
Ap beminttueness: by aClamour aut of doors. 
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Bur appeared to“have effected “a ¥ety — 
rte paar ate 
“to “turn “their ‘baéks “Oni their” old | farthifal 
§, the ‘East-India’ Cémpatiy. “Afid “it!was 
“Be hoped ‘tidt'the ‘iéw light Which they "Heid 
“AistoVerdd, ‘would direct them ‘in removing every 
“nhopoly Sf "the ‘fights of than! Yet these wete 
"the" Ministers, Who'mide ‘it theid boast'that they - 
“trod in the footsteps of ‘the immortal’ Pitt Mi- 
“apiétets, WhO, "while'they”syttiputhiséd "with" the 
“petitiotiers ‘from the: outports, "had"tio’ sympathy 
‘for the’ religious “fedliigs “of “millions “of “their 
Fellow subjects'in Treland.—M inisters who, while 
Mthey advoeated freedom of trade,’ wete Imposiig 
an embatgd dn‘conscieti¢e ; who, ‘whilé they‘de- 
*preécatéd a comthertial Mondpoly, were eupport- 
“ing, with all'their power, ‘a moriopoly'of religion ! 
Hear! heir 1) Mite 
+ FTe Had observed, ‘that “ino peridd” could “be 
OWwOtse’ ¢hosen “for those itinovations, “arid “he 
'ealled' upon ‘the Court’ to “examine ‘the ‘tritl'of 
“his ‘Statement. It ‘was ‘in the ‘midst of One of 
““the“imost extensive “and" distressing ‘wars’ this 
* Mountry “Was "ever engaged” in “a “War SWhich 
“Nad Continued for twenty “yédtsfor' ‘he’ took’ no 
“decount of “the short and ‘féveristi peaté of "1801, 
which was'a ésation Uf arths, ‘But “hot Of ibs- 
Mtlitya wat by“which the Hast-India® Conipiny 
shad suffered more than any other class of His 








f, thide, née mn that.trade, 
- efbut by wars cart Bao Toi, or te benefit of 
the:empire—which hdd'exhaasted their’revenue, 
and’ lef them burdened *with’débt “Wars. ¢om-— 
méticed ndr only” contrary ‘to their ‘wish fam 7° 
their. instruction, “bat* ‘contrary’ to. the: - spirit, 6£ 
their’ Charter, (Heir! ! “hear !) “At lithe “sare 
tite, he meant! ndt ‘to. quarrel'with, the motives 
Which ‘occasioned.‘these wars, . that “wete*jon- 
‘ducted -withability, ard: concluded. owith* stie- 
jess. Bat,%as they were’prosecuted for'national 
objects, the,expense ought to have’ been'def he 
“out of ‘the national purse. | (Hear hear"), Se 
‘was the period’ Ministers'hdd'selectéd for makin . 
"this altération—a period nbt of prosperity, “bat iof 
‘distrestwhen 'the ‘pressure’ upon'their ‘iffairewas 
“greater thangat: any'foriterctime, ‘Fo complete. 
,, the’ pittire,"let\'them ‘call! toniind the promises 
) WWhich wére’held out to them’ by the’ Charterg6f 
1793+ +Jet the Court look at the items whith were 
‘disposed’ :of By xa’single ’ dash,“ of *'the pens 
" (batge ‘annual “paythehts ' to, government a 
guarantee fatid of -£12000,000 immense 
fj {profits ito! the: “Compitiy — these "were the san 
agitine ékpectations.‘then’ cherished. “But, these 
_ Aphatitoms* of the invagination . “had ~ yanitshéd3+ 
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ee OR contrast their Facil cons, 
ion, i doaded . a a debt: of _ £30,000,000,, 
these p¥islonary promises. “Having done 
must be allowed, if ever there was, 3 
D 1 when the Company had a right to ¢gm- 
of. disappointed ,expectations,, it. was now, 
ing suffered, and suffered severely, not from 
Fd fault..of.their own, but, from those sacrifices 
which they had made for the good)ot their Coun- 
t es And, on the, other hand, if ever there was 
_ period when the Company . were, entitled to 
Support and. assistance of Pariiament, if ever 
othere was..a, period. when they deserved. to. be 
_ protected against the clamours and encroach: ° 
‘ments: of their enemies, and to haye their pri. 
 xileges. preserved to them.cntire, the present, was 
_ that petiod.— (Hear !) From the Ministers who 
_ had) .selected. such a time for, innovation, who 
» had,jpined,,in -the general outcry against theni-—= 
 and-called on them, imperatively, to: make such 
, extraordinary, sacrifices, they could. expect -no 
| assistance-—but, from. the wisdom of Parliament 
_ they might hope for every thing—on their justice 
eee might ,rely—to them they might safely. con- 
» not, their, own interests only, but. the, int 
 terests of »millions,. whieh. were. committed. to 
" theis.care—=ith, these:traths|the Court were. long 
_» aequainteds and; therefore, she, saw: no neoessity 
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tv "rest their c cause on the 2 adlilén of’ Purtiatin 
“thd to’ that” ep al their” ae shouldbe : 
made’wit'out delay.” ae egg ay laa 
MOK. Smith said, ere never mote'Surpr 
that’ when he’ saw ‘the ‘hon! gentleman’ (Mr 
Rotk) tise to put off their decision’ till Monday 
or Tuesday. The petition he cotisidéted “as one), 
of the most’ ‘masterly that’ was ever didwn: ups 
and he was one of’ those’ who’ thoay ht; that no” 
delay should” take ‘place in ptesenting it's’ ‘they 
Would’ losé, instead of gaining ground: While _ 
they delayed, those who were opposed'to them ‘ 
“were making ‘every possible’ exertion. “At® ‘that ‘ 
moment, delegates from Scotland, England,’and 
Ireland; were collecting all’ the interests?they — 
could, ‘to destroy ‘the Tights and privileges of ‘the 
Compatiy ; ‘and the longer they were detained : 
from going before Parliament, the ‘more: formi- 
dable did’ their enemies become. In his-opinion, 
the Court-were reddy, at that'moment, ‘to-eome. 
_ to°adecision, and: the sooner bests did'so* the 
Pie BESTT" Thm DP 
‘Mr... Jmpey sithd pat uae an ‘individual, » 
id shouid ‘be aszeady to’ come’to an immediate 
decisiony'as any" person in that Coart.’» Ir-was 
a question which! "he and ‘many: others’ had %0 
. fullysconsideredy that tbey were: perfectly scom- 
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entt sua: aren't its, eating 
there: were. two: reasons. which’ Tees ah 
@ fotl'a: short. adjoutnment. “Tn, the? first 
it was ‘not every prere in. that, Court; 
| paid: the-same-attention to: the subject, 
. ‘the Petition; ashe, and- perhaps, some; 
P athers;: had done—to' such ‘gentlemen time ought 
“tet be allowod, that’ they, might’ examing' "the. 
vatious: subjects it ‘contains: There) was,another, 
consideration: of still mote iniportance,  wiiich: 
- had’been urged:'on a former: occasionsand that, 
_ was, the: way in which they, ought to ‘coni¢’ 
P ‘befoie'the public—if; immediately after. ‘reading, 
long a paper, without/further: reflection, thos) 
uld/agrée. to, it; their éhemies would say, and? 
= might think, ‘the Company, were ins 
 foenced: by. no considefation but: ‘their own? 
- interest, they, would appear to act, with® hurry 
 and"prtécipitetion—wwithout: taking: time’ to, delid 
berate; Was it not better, he would ask, for thé’ 
Company: to create an opinion in* theif) favour, 
_ byagreéeing to:the short adjournment which’ the- 
hon: proprietor had moved? ‘The delay to Mone 
-dagvor Tuesday could: miakelwery little ‘difference’, 
tothe Court; they could'then ‘come to a decisidit’’ 
with more-dignity, and’ their.Petition asta 
‘sequently, server ba aay with et nt 
seebid, ‘ps comms mads 4. 
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Mr. Blades “ik aoe piacthitie shad: 

n, seconded, he .rose, for. the, purpose! of 
doing himself ‘of seconding. the ,mo- 
tion for adjourning » the. consideration, of othe, 
Petition till, Tuesday nextes Ao! beiy Lect od 
Sir Hugh Inglis, intonned the Court, theta 
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it, “would, be. better, ot “thought, if: chai v mac fs 
read, the, Songideration ; of both should be. i 4 
journed.to the same day, 4, sp innd’ see 
. Khe, second . Retitiony (for which See, Appensi 
dix,),was then seady..js pis nt vosiv a) amie 
é «Mr. Fiume, in pe aaa to certain remittaRGene 
of .bullion, mentioned in-the; Petition, in: 
whether. they arose from the) surplus revenue: 4 
last year, or were, transmitted to. answer) dilly 
drawn in, India on this country? od ShisSrigtled 
Sity Hugh Inglis answered, that these omits + 
‘ tences were,not, for bills drawn_on this,countryge _ 
~ and, he had :the, pleasure. of , stating, ‘that,.thed 
surplus» revenue of. India,... for. Jast -year,» was 
£4,500;000.--\- Hear! heart). There, were.twwou 
other petitions; ,but as they. were mere, matters) 
of, forms, being petitions praying. cleave. to. present). 
petitions, he.did.not shink,there..was any necessity ¢ 
to.read:them theme Ah ase! Dire 7 'agthore ca na 
o Mr, fdaok then moved, that .the.,consi Die’ 


of this Petition, ag well _as the (former, 
journed to Tuesday next. 
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Ee Midone ssid ne pase of the proprietors 
re anxious to knew when those i were 
likely to be printed, hod 
ber *Sir, Hugh Inglis. observed; he | hae some doubt 
t ether it, was perfectly. decorous to print peti- ’ 
ion before they: were presented to the House 
"Commons, They might, however, be, read 
_ persons coming te the Jndia House, He 
i aed to. give them publicity as sagn as possible. 
_ The more the first was considered, the more it 
would s ‘redound to the interest of the Company. 
- The, moment, it was presented, it should be 
_ printed, 
& Mr. R. Jackson. said,, the arcunde on which 
_was about to recommend the Court to adjoura 
"the consideration of the Petition, had been, anti- 
» Sipated | by his hen. friend (Mr. Impey). One 
/, of them was, that, although others and himself 
"had. exercised no. inconsiderable industry on the 
© subjects connected with the Petitions, and al- 
_ though. their minds might .be perfectly made up 
» 9p the question, yet there were many hon.;Pro- 
“prietors present, and many absent, who could 
Rot. be expected to understand all the points 
that, were touched upon, , The Petition, «as, it 
" appsared, to. him, contained. three great proposi- 
lis ions— first, the history of the Company,--next, 
x per which they possessedzeand allies 
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devised on the subject—each of them “was 1 
reasoned uponand, towards the latter part, 
" gieat number of staterfients in figures were in- 
troduced, which i it was impossible for the fl my 


assistance of a “single reading, aiid 
thought, it “would not bé éandid to press ; ani 
mediate décision 61 so ‘important a. docume 
The other reason which influenced hint, 
which had also been anticipated by his honour. onour 
able friend was, the situation in which oe 
to appear before the country. Let th 
look to the situation if which it at pnd aso 
They were not merely tO confirm an act of - 
Directors, but they were expressly called up 
perform af act themselves. Lord societal | 
shire’ had expressly desired, that the busitiess i” a8 
disputé stould be referred to the whélé of the a 
Proprietors, i in Genera! Court assé mbled;, “and that ‘iii 
the’ Directors should convey to Ministers e He % 
sult. Consequently, this was not only it Je 
nd formal parlance, the act of ‘the! Court, ba 
‘was, in trath; the. deliberate and digested aét of 
the Proprietors. “Now, it was’ Hot in an ae 
tare for any'¢ One fo Say (whol had not nade the 
Sabject his a TY can sign aa name 
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ade in soja of detorum he did not think 
o Ei, tes printed, until. it had been Jaid. be- 
: Parliament. He neyer understood, when 
titions were to be presented to persons of high 
consideration, as those who composed the Legi- 
ture undoubtedly were, -that it, was, quite re- 
_spectfal to print them. He would, therefore, re- 
ale merely as an addition, not,as a formal 
endment, to the motion, that copies of the \ 
‘ition should be left, at the India-House, for 
cca information of such ; Proprietors; as, chose to 
. examine them ; which would meet, every, fair 
shit of. publicity, - without, being, at all inde- 
us, vik poh 

boas, was extremely glad that the; aopsiitih which 
“had. | been put by,an honourable Proprietor’{ Mii 
/ Hume) had called, forth the answer, which had. 
a given to it; for, ifhe had gone away:with- 
ay some | such explanations} a. 0 Aan 
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Proprietor (Mr. Trower) had robseivedl thi es 
cumstances formed the strongest ground’ ea 
fusing’ them a renewal of theif charter} at 
therefore, to countéract any such idea, ity 
' proper that’the real state of the case’ should ° 
known, and that the whole ‘body of the pub 
should be aware of the true situation of filed i 
pany. In reference to what had fallen from fon 
Honourable Proprietor on the subject of thé ' 
appointments said to have been experienced ‘GF 
the Compatiy since 1793, he thought it necessary 
to observe, lest these statement: Hoist be urged 
against them by their enemies, that Lord Mel. 
ville would’ have’ beén'justified in anticipatin, a 
even greater advantages than he had looked for= - 
ward to in'that year.” “For the correctness of this 
assertion, he would appea! to an honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Hume) as ingenious as any ‘of ~ 
them ia his calculations: their prospects at that : 
time had been by no means too highly coloured 3 % 
but they ‘were clouded’ by a vast train of events. J 
éver which no human power had any controul—, 
for which’ no human wisdom could provide— ° 
" ewents relating rather to their Coulttry than to. 
themselves If they had been distressed by those 
_ events, ‘they had at least the sacisfaction of prov- 
ing that. they -were ‘the victims sicrificed. to the 
genetat good of the country “Year / hear [j— 
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ar might go. nvap with this ‘this 
lorious consolation, that, however they igght 









e , a impaired 5. however just the sacrifices they. 
made (and incalculably great they were) ; stil!, 
‘Oportion to those sacrifices their Country ad 
ms gen in glory, prosperity, and security. —(Hear ! 
ar!) This observation applied _ more parti- 
3 eularly. to the second Petition, because many 

persons, “wbacquainted with the circumstances, 
\ might deem it strange, that they who were ap~ 
‘ing for a renewal of their Charter, should also 
: i for afresh loan. ‘This naked, abstract fact, . 
fae and unexplained, might operate against 
oe the Company. But as the fact really stood, as 

ir revenue had been exhausted’ for national 

Se. este no honourable man, no sound politician, 
~ could refrain from giving them that assistance 
4 which their exertions in the general cause “of the 

empire rendered necessary. No person could 

support such a principle, unless he was prepared 
Figs 7, that it was right and wise for the Datch 

“and Danes to be again placed in possession of 

| those territories they formerly held in India—un- 
Tess he w was prepared to say, that the French. should 
hes eka possess. that powerful footing which they 

had procured by intrigue, 2 and which they would 

“reve held to-the present hour, but for the. expen- 
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diture of hase sums which belonged to the 
Company, but which were applied to political 
purposes, in exterminating from the soil of Indi 
the enemies of the British empire. Surely, ‘then 
‘no man could refuse reimbursing” them in a 
sums, unless, as he before observed, he was ‘ei ady- 
to admit, that the possessions of their enem es 
should be restored to them again. It would, in: 
his opinion, be base and Sie: and didgratidl! 
ful, for any man to rise up in that Court, or elses 
where, to oppose such assistance being afforded 
to the East-India Company, except he meant to. 
maintain, that the French, and the Dutch, and 
the Danes, should haye their possessions g given 
back ‘to them, or that they ought never to pane 
been dislodged from that country —(itear ! 
hear ty In times so critical as these, when the 
reputation of the Company was attacked, when 
their existence was at stake, they ought not.to 
permit any one fact, which might operate against 
the justice of their cause, to go forth unexplained 
or uncontradicted. —(Hearthear!) 

; Mr. Hume said, when he took the liberty’ of 
: putting a question to the honourable Chairinan, 
it was not from any ignorance of the fact to. 
which it referred, but he was anxious that ‘the. 
public should, ‘know it from official authority. 
He bad 1 Treason’ to think that their most sanguine 






























By ctor, 
€ oes ait eo che 
vee dn’ seen ree 
rower). ‘That honourable genus" 
Se the Collet understand, dt alr” 
| ws had Been’ disappoiited,’ and All their” 
a ed. e(Mr. Huine) was of a eons” 
;hion “Pyey" were ‘not’ fo" téceive these” 
mer rt rated, ‘but they "Were 10° en 
events by which they’ werd ockatiéhed ~ 
_ therefore Ww hed to’ wedken thé impression i . 
“might be. made ‘by’ the honourable gentleman's" 
iments ; and to’ maitlain, ‘that ‘the ‘Company 
not so muth deceived'and dit “appointed as" 
vould Tad the Court to Believe. ° He’ thought” 
ha t the fears expressed by'the honourable pen-"" 
man of the dréadful effects Which opehing the” 
e would a produce, contained the Breatest Tiber” 
“tl the Cor mpany” 3 ae ia’ Eadia® that he" 
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ever. heard. | It’ was impossible fora few" 
a Ts ers the systematic’ order" 
ch’ d established in’ tndil, ands” 
bich h he hoped’ long flourish Wider hep 
ices. ate had before ‘ofa? ‘and the® assertion” 
pupaed a | his own éperiénée, ‘thatthe pre!” 
| ne “of Tndkd; adinirably constitute ® 
‘admit peat ferro a aes 3O™ 
lo ee fly trong and puReHTaT * 
ey S ROL sew er beta a tlaue 
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to check a an or disorders whi sr ee 
possibility, could exist. “The honourable sentlen 
man) had arraigned, His Majesty’s. Ministers for , 
bringing forward the question at the present mo- r 
ment; but he. should have recollected, that Its, 
was the approaching expiration . of their Charter, 4 
and not His Majesty’s Ministers, which had. Jen 
dered the consideration of the subject imperative, ‘i 
The Company went before Parliament because. 
their situation rendered such a step shecessary 5 Bai 
but Ministers were not to blame, since the act fa: 
was evidently that of the Company. He was 
_ anxious that it should not be thought that Mini 
sters had selected this most unfortunate hour, as. it, ‘i 
had been termed; and-he hoped the Court would - 
not be carried away by the idea, that, they had _ 
imposed an unnecessary trouble on themselves, 
since, in fact, it was a duty which had arisen from 
the circumstances of the case. With respect to 
the present being an unfavourable moment, he : 
again differed from the honourable gentleman. ty 
For, if it were ever admitted that any change was, 
necessary to be effected, surely this was the time: j 
when India is in a, state of profound repose,— 
wheb peace and quietness pervaded every part of 
those vast territories—when a surplus. revenue, to 
a considerable. amount, is about to be remitted— 
such a period was more peculiarly adapted fot make 
£ 
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‘ied alteration, than any other wil had o¢cur- 
oared from the commencement of the Charter td the 
“epresent hour: © He was anxious to have seconded 
“othe motion: for adjournment, not on account of 
_anyvof the reasons ‘which hadbeen assigne’—but 
because he thought. the’ first Petition contained 
one or two positions, ‘which’ were at variance 
» with each: other, and: ought, therefore, to be re- 
-anoved. Theclaim of the Company was as good 
and/as just as any that had ever been laid before 
“the Legislature; and: he hadno doubt that it 
"would receive al} the attention which ‘its import- 


ance demanded. But hethought they-should not, 


\ ‘be imsuch a hurry to make their request, as, by 
| their precipitation, to refuse any thing, if they 
‘were not successful in obtaining the primary ob- 
_ ject... They called on the Legislature to grant 
them:all that was consistent with their rights, and 
_ which was necessary for the good: government of 
Andia;» but, ina subsequent grant, having, in the 
\ first instance, thrown themselves on ‘the wisdom 
_ and justice of Parliament, there’ were one or twé 
words which, by some persons, might be consi-. 
ered as’ inconsistent with the general: prayer 
lef the Petition.’ And, here, he ‘thought it 
_ gigbt-that:he should avow the motives by Which 
, he was actuated) Hevhad been called!’an 
enemy to the Company; but he denied “the 
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ecoupaior ths anxiety awit his object were, to 
continue the prosperity: of the: Company—to in- — i 
crease their wealth-—and to add to their security. — 
-—every thing he had: done,-every. thingy he’ had) 
said, had that. view only—however » unfortunate. “a 
he was in the, interpretation: which had Wn POs 
upon his conduct.—He thought the follo 
sentence in the Petition wag) $ objectionable, ai he 
shauld.be altered—“> That. it: would be inure 
Jiable in, the Com 0 become patties to any. 
system, which, fees consideration} ty 
had the best founded reasons for believing would — 
be an. illusion.” » Now,» having» thrown’ theti+ — 
selves on, the justice of Parliament, he did» ot 
think-that. they. ought, to say, they would refuse 
any thing.—He was of opinion, that, while ea % 
endeavoured fo get all they could, they should 
not say “no” to any thing that»was  dffered+s 
(Laughier). He hoped, therefore, that time wottld 
be given to. gentlemen to considen,whether:th® — 
Petition..was consistent throughout; and, ifvit 
should .appear,, that ‘the: Company refused ‘any 
thing, he trusted the. paragraph cer sucht 
refusal,) vould be exélndedy- sion on 2s am 

Sir Hugh Inglis requested Mr; Horie to’ rad f 
the .werds.again, oto which she dobjectod- Mr 
' Hume complied, observing, thatiit/had been his 
Antention $9 have :asked for nimformation onthe: 
£ 2 
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“subject sich, a TO side to-in) that 
ssage 5 but; he.had -waved his original design, 
, consequence of. the, motion. for an ee 
Mts cri {Fiat 
i ek Pattison (a Director) evipei leaye to offer 
Ea few jwordson-a very, importantand ajvery cu- 
“omious point—the words which the! hon.. gent. had 
“tead.did. not existin the Petition—=(Hear ! hear !) 
-pNow, though he had not found: them ‘there, it 
ojwas.evident he must hav nd:them somewhere 
te ‘the sentence.,which: he: read was—* Phat it 
oy vould'be unjustifiable the Company to become 





‘patties to any system, which, \after mature consi- 


“pderation, they had the» best founded reasons “for 
_. believing would be an illusion.” He had brought 
forward the term unjustifiable,: which: was not 
-eontained in, the: wording of the Petition—now 

“Aitywas, very remarkable, that this identical para- 


ograph;,on which the hon. Proprietor had\com- _ 


“mented, was,the subject of considerable . discus- 
«sion, in the Court of Directors—( Hear! heart) 
jrrand. it was still more extraordinary that\the 


word unpistifi able did originally constitute a part, 


pot it—¢ Hear! hear !)— But» the. good: senseof 
_the,,Court -operated to expunge that) word, and 
the sentence.was put in another shape,—more pa- 
'_latable, to the Proprieters,;—more’ respectful tothe 
Hon. House; before which the: Petition. was tobe 
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Sajna a likely: tobe eis indeooicaal 
would) therefore, ingaite of the hon. Proprietor 
from what source he’6btaihed his: itiformation— 
. for, by some means or other he must have'séén | 
the Petition ‘before it was amended—the Petition — 
was considered a sort of secret in the’ Court ‘of - 
Directors, and by no. méans a matter of public — 
notoriety. The hon. Proprietor-appeared to have _ 
exerted the: same industry with which he had | 
before ineffectually endeavoured to ‘enlighten the. 
Court, ‘to. find out what ?—That which did not 
now exist in the Petition—he' should therefore 
“now move; that the sentence be read—it ‘wowld 
be found in.an: improved.and modified state, atid 
‘not. subject to‘ the objection which the hon? ‘Pro. 
oe had advanced, ' iv. brwiolhs 
‘The. passage, which ran thus, was then read: v 
“Your petitioners submit, that they would not Be 
justified, in becoming parties to any system,” &e, 
Mr. Hume'contended, that ‘the paragraph “was 
stronger than he had imagined ; inasmuch as*tlie 
enegative of a positive verb, was more powerful 
_ithan the affirmative of an adjective-—He didnot 
)found:his. objection on any particular word—but: 
Lhe askedy did not the whole sentence tend to the | 
-sefusal of something ?—that \was the whole jot of - 
. shis.argument."As torthe inquiry‘of the hon. Direc: 
stor, with sespect to! the: source. from whence he | 





his Snierptiaes eases ves ark that 
pi senimece! ai faith which he 





















a * peiate Saloisdagsonrbe ia, bow- , 
} > Without, any. breach, of confidence, observe, 
laabass the information came from the hon. 


phase Tito 


‘ Hume meant to say, that, Sealer the. queater 
{ Syl he had received: his intelligence, 
was was not impossible, but it might have originally 
roceeded from the hon, gent. himself. ' 

| attison ie, the hon,. Chairman to 


: Bp ‘gent. said, “ it was ‘not paineabhe 
: at he ‘information might have -been, ‘received 
3 ‘ rough him,” (Mr. Pattisony—now, : asshe had 
neve ver known the hon. gent.; as he had neverseen: 
J except in that Court, when,.he ,occupied 
their attention for. about seven hours 5, ashe had 
ver, particularly, noticed ~ him, except... yonce, 
hen en he felt it his duty, to call. him, to,order; he 
10t ate was highly. indecorous, that he should 
ent to. him any -participation in, this. singular” 


trapsactio jon. ec Was a perfect parador aand, after 
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“having ‘teat so many from the hon, geet 4 
he congratulated him’on this last one, which Wied 
a climax.—( Laughter.) 

Hon. Mr. Elphinstone spoke to ieee 
subject before the Court was of the utmost im- 
portance, and gentlemen ought to Pia them- : 
selves to it. 

Mr. Hume appealed to the Court, whether any 
thing irregular which had passed, was not 9 . 
sioned by the conduct of the hon. gent. —(Mr, 
Pattison). $ 

Sir Hugh Inglissaid, that the hon. Piapiddhe 
(Mr. Hume) had, by implication, thrown out a — 
hint, that it was not impossible that his informa- a 
tion had come from his (Sir H. Inglis ’s) hon. 
friend—and it was right that he should justify 
himself from the imputation—he (Sir H. Inglis) 
did not believe that the information did come 
from that gent. ; but from the same quarter which _ 
had afforded the hon. Proprietor (Mr. Hume). 
‘those particulars which he had detailed to the i 
Court on a former day. 

- Mr. Howarth (M. P.) said, that the pre- 
sent was one of the most interesting ‘subjects tbat ‘ 
could possibly ‘come under their consideration; 
and he felt that it was utterly impossible,’ from ! 
one short reading’ of that Petition, which con- 
tained ‘not only’ matter important to their inter- 
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Fveyithat an> hon. Pafprister ‘ue. Feower) in, a 
ursc.of aspeech, which certainly displayed 
eloquence,’ hadantroduced topics which he: » 
t-ha@better been avoided—he knew no: » 
ee which, saéhy language, levelled at His 
ty’s Ministers, could answer, except to ex: 
‘gr baer Opposition against the Company, ‘than 
y present experienced—but he felt convins |: 
| ced; that’ neither: the public. clamouts without. 

doors, nor the clamours within, would inflaégee:, 

he'government inthe conclusion to which they: | 
© would:ultimately: come—it was his firm hope andi: 
f nef, that: the’ question would be decidedy;not:) 
according to the selfish interests of any body of: 
_ men, ‘but? on thegenéral principles of national: 

yapeod—another hon, Proprietor: (Mr. Smith) had 

| desired ‘them to’ come toa speedy decision) lest 

© thet! enetiiies ‘should make head against themsaw 

- but he,%on the contrary,» would say" jf yup"! 

~ calise be’ good, | call on your’ enemies to bring 'for=°! 

| ward alltheir foree—let ‘them iadvance’ with alte’ 
_ their powersle? them make their’ utmost leffotts!© 
| that) i the'end, you may:prove'ithe fastics of!’ 
" yourelaens superior to all the opposition ‘of yout 
iS aaa at sala me eu ie 
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of the most important questions that « ever. was 
_ agitated before them—-the Petition was ext 
complete in its:nature,’ and, therefore, he trust. 
sufficient delay;would:be granted for a proper 
examination.of it. This was’ more regulary, ar 
would -have)a much. better « act, om if 
came to a:premature. decisions 
Sir Hugh Inglis then put the apace « t lat 
the: farther consideration of the Petitions be.ad~ 
joutned till Tuesday next ;’’ atithesame time, | 
thought it was but justice to the gentlemen | bebi 
the bar, to state,” ‘that,they had. considered the, i 
subject maturely,. and there was no, hesitation on 2 
their:parts: to. cometo a decision then ;in- 
rence, however, to. the opinions of the Propries 
tors,: they readily agreed to the proposed. delay, 0.5 
fhe motion was then agreed to.) 5° sbiihige: 
Sir Hugh Inglis next observed, that the. Court, 
would.please to recollect, that, when theJetter 
from the, Earl of Buckinghamshire was read on a) 
former.day, that nobleman referred. the Company. ‘ 
‘ toithe; petitions: which-had been laid’on the table at 
ofsthe).House of, Commons. :.In consequence of |) 
- this, reference the Committee of Correspon we ‘ 
ad, taken-thejsubstance .of these petitions, into” 
their considgeatlon,. es ihe saan 


















ing one of the ers who drew it up, il a 
y able‘and luminous production: If the Court 
ised; the letter which accompanied the’ report 
“to the Eail of Buckinghamshire, and’ His ‘answer 
“to it, should be thet read. As the’ report itself 
Was of gréat length; and as it was now in’ the 
oe bess, and would-be ready for delivery on: the 
“following day, perhaps thie’ ore ‘would allow it 
9 be read’ short. ang ert hibionege 
_ The letters referred to, were then réad at, 
ge Heng and’ the title OF the report ‘ofthe: €om- 
e of Correspondence, as ‘was. suggested by 
Cie en: Chairman, was also read—(for which 
~@ocuinents, -sée Appendix) — after which; «the 
Pea te it to nay er a8, Ni boe 
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spent? I? tes ety 
(eal! ‘sia: Feiary 6 25, Bight ratte 
"Phe “Minutes of the hist Cult having been 

_ “Wead by the Clerk, Adi. bt. coneheqaiie ckae 
ae The Chairman (Sir Hugh Inglis)-stated tothe 
: | Proprietors that they ‘were assembled to’ take-into 
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the * He had to inform thera that there | 
had-been several alterations made. in the Petition, re 
which, the Directors hoped, would meet, with 
their approbation... Those. alterations were 2 open a 
‘to. their, arguments and suggestions, as they con- ‘ 
cerned. a ‘subject of such great and vital. impo a 
tance to their interests... He thought the Petition — 
‘had better. be read as) it now, stood, and — 
terations .woyld be. - pointed. out as. they. OC 
ocurred yy yii4h wee ih si <2 
The Petition was then.1 seis ai ‘peloee th . 
aherdtions made in it, had been stated. to, the 
Court, at pee PE 2s VA, Me 
inMr, Abel Chiming. Fie said. that, ie 
prayer of that Petition comprehended matt 
so/much)-importance to the Company .and , 
empire jat large, be hoped , he might, stand, exe i 
cused if he was not cdntent;to give a silent) vote. . 
The nature and importance of our posscssions in 
India were particularly well known, not only to 
the gentlemen employed in the administration of | 
its affairs—not only in earlier but in later times, © ex 
bat also to the honourable Proprictor (Mr. Hume) © 
‘who«had Jaid before the Proprictors his sentiments 
on the importance and the high! advantages. de~ 4 
»fived to'this country:from the present-mode of di- _ 
orecting the East-India establishment ;, they,were, j 
(also; ane known'to the naturalenemies.ofthis 
F 2 pay 
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5 ke gt a rile French 
‘that nation had fredjuetitly Betrayed ‘both 
tion at'the'value“and importance 

‘interests Of Englaid? On ‘a’’particular 


y'the Frénch ambassador for the purpose’ of 


basa iting some! a as for the ‘péate Of ‘Europe, de 


r ‘French minister it ‘was 
pssible'that. Euitope eoald: enjoy peace whilst 
snch maintained possession of Hollad,’the 
Sener ‘dnd’ other tertitories, not ‘the 

atufal possessiotyof that country.*"The answer 
His ford ship “obtuifiéd “from that’ pleitipotentiary 
\was™’ iy’ Lotd;” yout empire in’ the’ East ‘is ‘so 
Well’ governed anid 36 “admirably regulated: that 
aKe'the Tiberty Of saying’ that Titever <aw 
ulbpdtec of Govertintent established in the colonies 
Of ary nation at Once'so adapted’ for its own pre- 


irate SacEle 15 


eeuitey” be spots 
ha S6 thoroughly ‘dia he (Mz. Orbis oat ih 
the? justice ' of that ‘observation of the’ 'Frenth . 


servation “ad the | advantage” Of® mi eer 


ambassidér, ‘that he thought! if'was ‘impossible to 


friakee amy alteration in’ the establishmenitg of the 
Tria’ Company, without overturiiing the whole 
bysteit. “Hewould ‘never conisent’that a single 


Brick ‘of the ‘aticient “aud” ¥eriefable | fabrick; 


Biden 3 as they’ ‘affected the~ ‘affairs, 


6ny when Lord “Maimesbury ‘was applied 7 
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which bathees, raised by them at;an, expense of | * 
s0,much, blood and treasure; should .beremoyedis — 
because ,, he: was, persuaded such a, breach, would 
thereby be made,in its present, sound structure, 
"as.,it. would be impossible ever. to repair, (He 
thought that that system which had answered, all 
the purposes eyer intended, by ‘it,.and exceeded — 
those. ever hoped from it, ought to be cine se 
and maintained in,every, particle 5 CONTIN 
he was that any alteration in the old_system would 
not only be destructive of the, British em ans 
the East,, but, give birth to a train of eyiJ ane 
quences which it would be impossible for, this 
country, with all.the,exertion of. its wisdom and | 
of ,its.energy,, to, ayerta. It was.a gratifying cire 
cumstance,.to reflect upon, that whilst Europe - 
was ravaged, with war, and all her nations inet 
almost to;thecentre, the British empire..in.the © | 
East.enjoyed.a perfect tranquillity ; 3; and, this: by 
the .wisdom and sound policy of those .who,ade — 
ministered her affairs, whilst those advantages cost 
the mother country nothing to acquire op, ta. 
maintain.. When he beheld the vast importance 
"of those services which the India Company:had 
performed. for the benefit of. Great, Britain, by — 
their wise administration, he was impressed. with — 
admiration, and. wonder; and he could not. but — 4 
entertain, a confident hope .that the English.go- 
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" yemment Soult not Tike any measure. re- which 
would disappoint the Company ‘of those. strong 
_ Slaims upon its, justice and its gratitude... By the 
i Wise, adwninistration established in India, -the— 
. Company. had secured a revenue to this coun- 

ty, the mention of which, a few days ago,-he 
es onfessed excited. in his..mind a considerable, 
F gree of astonishment. They, had secured an 

ae revenue: to the, Beith: empire of 
"61,500,000 sterling, 
i Cr nsidering, therefore, the ademuttiee neiied 
“4 Company to, the British Empire—consi+ 
é dering how the administration of their affairs had 

Been, conducted, so.as to meet, with. the appro- 

ation, not only, of our own government, ‘but 

_ pyven, ot foreign -nations;—and considering -the 

testimony even of those who appeared to be,the 

fet ead of the Company, all of which -were: in 
of the proposition. he. contended. for, 

he ‘surely, it would be highly impolitic for the Court 
to give its sanction not-only as Proprietors. of Easts 

i 2 Ind stock, but’ as Englishmen, to. any system} 

hich should, tend to overturn so noble.a fabric’ 
ve that established by the East- Intlia Company: 
 Forbis own part, if the opening of the) otitports). 

_ a8a measure of policy on the part.of government,. 

, peat be. carried, into execution, -he was firmly 
- persuaded that a more, destrnetive measure could 
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hot be yesdlwednpoit! Hor only as it wae 
the’ welfare of this’ colintry, ‘but “as it ‘affected 
the security ‘aiid ‘the interésts* of the nation at 
_latge j\and he was’ persuaded, ‘if that measure 
were passed into a law, thé’ security of India. 
swas"not worth many ‘years’. purchase. —( Hear! 
heart hear !)* The'Court and every’ man ‘knew 
very well, that India was’a’ temote part —— 
world. Revolutions might take place; co 4 
revolutions might follow ;. andthe’ whole empire 
might be ‘shaken to its centre, before éVén ine 
telligence’ could be ‘received ‘in this Céutitry OF 
what was passing /' and the time wad"not' very. 
remote When this’Cotintry was not a Hie 
as‘to'the'then existing State of affairs’ in’ 

We sere very well assuted ‘that there’ — 
powerful French: faction “in India, “ready and 
willing ‘to raise disaffection ‘and foment faction 5 
‘and eager to'seize the first opportunity to ‘ii 
that inflammable ‘feeling’ which their ‘machifia-. 
tions had so ‘iidustriously created.’ We all knew, 
from’ experience, that Baonaparte attemptéd’to' 
assail' Indiay*by the way” of Egypt?” nor’ was 
thataenew-idea ; for he had borrowed it from 
Louis XIV.) “Now, if any comiiotion’ wast 
take placein India, could aty man doubt’ that 
© Buonaparte;“as the governor of France, would 
aver teady to add fuel to'the fame, and give, 














ve! pisitecour.: An his, iets canton 
ypt-or Persia? | Were‘wesnot to-look:to-such » 
jities? Were we noteto look forward; an-o: 
ipate, and. provide against evils which commen. 
"gente would tellus, must result! from, the diso~ is 
“lution of) that. unity, in the -Company’s, affairs, > 
ain»: ‘that .well-tempered -dependance upon the. 
“British Crown? Were we not to derive wisdom. 
from past. | experience, _and. avoid..those rocks _ 
hich had. brought upon this country .so many: : 
“unfortunate consequences? , If the trade to India ., 
and if. the government of the East-India Com. ., 
"pany: was to be dissolyed,—would any reasonable ; 
man hope, that an empire.so large, and so distant «° 
fromthe mother-country,.,. would ‘not avail herself9:; 
of the first pretext to shake off. the British:yoke? |< 
These, however, were. not consequences, that ~( 
‘could, ever be. expected to fallow,, so. long as. ©) 
the East-India Company was kept compact within..; 
“tself;—so ‘Jong.as that wise .system. they estab, .;:{ 
lished, could be maintained: by their, policy: and, yy 
atmos exertions, .and.so long. .as the; Company}. 
could. secure. to the. British government a ready, .,, 
“and, prompt allegiance to sits crown and; imperial... 
“dignity. . Itpwould indeed, be blindness and folly. 
if we wwere,, not. .t0 ; benefit .a little. by, the deate.., 
“Bought experience; this .country had acquigedsinjs< 
somewhat similar occasions... For his own, pattymns 
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li ny = at TH C et 
wa ever only the thahce of Ibsing*those Valuablen 
poséidnshiwee sould “be equaily anwisd! dnd 
unfilstin teazatding! suet an experiment. divas: 
in thelthe mory'ofomen ‘how! livings» and) inj facto 
he himself! knew the! hotioukable ce Meer 
at ‘théo Béard of Trade with: himself; whew the 

“hethia rade WAS’ settled, “He meat’ Generar’? 
Oglethorpe? Ie'wasivery well Rnowd that’ thers 
trade! 10" Atiietica ‘for athe purpose of ‘brinigieigit!! 
hont#'té) Biigtaid !ithie “com modiriés tof) Virginia"! 
wablffor ledtried Gf by British” built ships, bat byl! 

shissebuilt in’ America: idence 
metehiaiits ‘WoW Tiving Wid, as Well’ a9! hiitiselfyyo 

remetibehéd “the Whole “UF ‘the Tobacco "eowin g's 
| foil! Vingnid tin Virginia Ships, anid’ thidse ssipse® 
werdtiavigared, not By Gediteny bit BYE 
nat VaneraNt Meroteie! BamaarA meeaOd 
waa Ce the “enn me ele 









a\ sams rd ial Radbnansenirh pe. 
“followed, in case. of any alteration in, the 
esent, trade,to India ;, andhe. would, xenture. to 
that, if the Outports. were opened, if sugh 
should be the determination of the Legislature, 
the trade would not, be. carried on, by. the, ships 
— _ 3 at ae in bot man- 










it. ‘Bat ae was eek that Gein; import 
‘considerations, would, be seriously, attended, 
‘i ; the. government, of the. country, and. he. 
_ could snot, believe that, the Parliament, of the, 
_ United Kingdom would, in. its wisdom, entertain 
"a proposition so pregnant: with, injury, to., the, 
interests of the British empire.. Me had been 
- tgld, .within.a few. days past, what indeed h he. was, 
not ignorant of before, that,the. Ministers. of our 
osqpaty,. from the nature, of the Co onstitution, were. 

4 rei tg hear all parties, and, to hear. objections 
petitions, from, whatsoever, quarter. they game, 

did not, question, 1 the Jiberality. and t the j Les , 

“ that, proposition : on. th e. contrary, he hope d 
tall navies, eA cat ee J 

aisnvonmbich ey teristic: of 
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‘hot But Be sOMry thi those’ gentlemen Who hdd 
“detahinied to Teave tHéir Hoes, atid tome wp to 
“London pata siBjéct Of so initich itaiportance, 
td see thelt | favourite: measure carried: ' ‘into = 
éxecuilon; Hd done” so” Withollt considering, — 
that the’ “safety” Of the whole empire was’ in. 
Volved i in a coimpliange with ‘theitewishes: ‘There ~ 
Were redsotis Which moved "hit to» a! conviel 
tio of the ifpoliey, Aad even the ill a 
of Slich a ‘médsaré ; and béing” 6" im prested't M3)! 
douttl ‘not contént himself? with a silent “Wo libiay 
Expetience pétstiaded him, that “if the Ship 
ihterest of ‘Tndid Was ‘properly. attended to} 36 + 
4s to be conteeted “with this’ countey HOUbe 
manned by British semen, and fo beconie BAS - 
ish in every tetpeet,” this cbuntty never ‘could 
Want a naval force _amply" cémpetent te dae 
able hér to carry on the’ great undertakings .: 
which she was necessarily engaged. - Under wilt? 
re; guilations they" would add strength arid solidit 
t the pi ower of the British arms, But if thes = 
8 mployed in ‘the Indiat ian tradé were bulfred © § 
< a from ee ia. ve out -outports: with’ naciie! 

nen, the dbjéct of the measure under cbnsider* 
a “108 would a us ‘British, and therefore 6 
i be eated info 'a law. Lear? hear] his 
begged 'p pardon for tee trespassed £0 Ton ape i 
hy 62 ees | 


; at hd Sen esinjaieonsyn thie Codet}uhe a ld 
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ithe attention, of the Cour aude ey page ; 
lulgenc’s not only a6 heft. the import 
the, subject, butyas, he was little in,,the 
of, } ie speaking. 4 Jadeed he was |. more 
ed. to their,considerate feeling towards him, 
ause this. question: hadsbeen argued. and dis- 
issed brapen of the first. rate abilities—~by, many 
-Aearned,. gentlemen now in :his 
jes : had-said so much, and, that-,so 
l he cold not flatten himself.with, the hope 
g any thingworthy the particular atten- 
be Court. (Heart, hear! }--But as, far 
a.the-great bearing,of the question, his, - 
upon uit were, contained..in .a very 
mtence, which, was. “that /he,wvas pers 
_.suaded the security of. ladia, would . be; lost tothe 
' smother country, if any alteratinn was adopted, in 
/ ithe government, of dndvan affairs. ve would 
‘ “ypagt dial! upon a.more enlarged, exposition ofthe 
a. reasons. he. had, for entertaining. such,an sopinion ; 
persuaded, howeyer,, he was,, that ally the -com- 
mercial advantages which this country, enjeyedoby 
it the present system of government in India would 
Be et vutterly lost ;.and:any attempt toogeek datker 
| spadvantages by a more, extended, commerceythan_ 
held .with India, would: beoriskingsthescer- 
of \acpermanent, for theamere chances of — 
Lamneceny bens Temporary be ae bs ae 
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“gees pete in $ dana aici 
> worlds! Would” be: Jobt?: Tf \a“ieommunicatio 
ovJindia for thé ptivate merchants wasiopent 
rptoportion’ as" that commuttication was wide 

“jn the same: proportion™ would the security'¢ 
Lv agian ‘possessions become ‘precarious. | The’ 

“son why we owed: our: 
- country to the India Cor hi 
oueause thé communication: “betwee 
and India was carried onl through: the-Gei 
and because’ it: could: nét bei earric wee 


2 sdkpdiaet ‘ani pact whieh: sa stip | 
« vitabile consequence if they were ite) Aandi 
eiasg 3 fo'any alteration in’ the’ ‘presentisys. 
- They-ought'to guard; and. jealously gard, 
pombe any. disabedienge} to: thé: “sovereignty ‘of, 
-othis country in/India~-they ought to: be atehtul 
‘ clabsuittior’ obedience to the” laws enacted titAer 
bidhe’ protection and countehanée of “the “British 
Government. If the: Americans had poe Beads 
| _nsaimercantilespeopley which gavé dec aston tothe 
oe. navy ge and if that mere caritil le 
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¢ tHbuld not this day have to aeplord the 
“Of those settiements, nor would America 
S that “political independence which she 
F ablé to exert against the parent coun- | 
He therefore thought that the safety of 
itish: empire in India depended upon the 
fidid Company’s remaining compacted ‘and 
wi thin itse f as t had doné ‘for cénturies 
Wagain said, ‘that if the British tepislatave 
ih shsutel ‘open the trade in the manner 
_ BOW sbUghit by the petitioners to Parliament, they 
ula dnbibitate, not only the commerce, es 
| f the British émpite in India. Beside thé © 
pich the India CUthpany ordinarily cols 
aU ie cir HOUR. Hcavthoed A? 
i? the’ increasing difficulties which they had t6 
pheoufitér, of “1,500,000, Te adddition to these 
iNtabed ey Nia Estliblishedt a Hutery OF eaS 
Siwhith was the gteat bulwark of the state? 
PGlsd) that they had a het’revenue 6f £500,000' 
Yiddnd: Were net these objects worthy the’ 
efition of ‘the British legislature ? Were they sot: 
“idiportant to lose without a strugele at least” 
their seeurity, Firmly was he persuadedy that” 
i Wovernitietit laid the whole df che trade open’ 
Would Tove thie whole: beside "Whidh, ‘they’ 
1 Tose Tndia in W'very short time; dnd) for? 
viv part He would give’ Dut at very few pears” 






























Me bs act i 















Purchase for, is. _wos,.on 3 
pore _ to. any, private, te, adva 
‘the East-India Proprietors tin 
“continuance “ott Mhe trade to India, that he Ppos 
‘ “any, alteration, in, the: system, Even Mr.. 
Smith, with all his ability, could not pe ial 
‘calculations of the trade and. commerce of. 
East-India. Company with, Lidia, . . 
from. experience what,the  syster air 
was—they knew the advantages ofjit to the 
nation 5 3 and, in, the prayer. of the Company 
tition to. Parliament, it was. only. desired. 
Legislature would Jet the system rema 
stood, withsuch alterations . as they: im: their, wise 
dom thoug ht proper. to make, with oi s 
regulation of the. trade, without losing sight of the 
great object at stake. It was by no, means.a. cd 
zardous s statement | for him. to, make, when. he. Ce " 
serted, that. the, moment an alteration, took: place, 
in, the, East- India, government, from that moment, — 
that Empire would. be lost tothe nee ‘ 
Eons i in, speaking of t the/French ‘nation; we were 
aware with what a,jealous eye they looked ats 
extensive. empire. in. the East; and we, cline 
how.anxiqusthe tyrant of. France would. beto para: 
ticipate:jn-that gloriqus system.established by, thisty 
CORD IP Taine ane: aRaHitE dominions: Lien 
valuable territory. . Everyone knew thas:* ship; 
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its ioe na vee hans Sboeateshac : 
i point of view, therefores | 


of 
“OU. Hee be pernanently-effeeted by:then 
n See the present, system of governments 
sbutwhich, he, feared, wotlld -bew » 
| risked. by anyoppatite line: of \cony , 
this,.wasra, mattemof:> 





mere, com a mitaty when; sin; fact, sits. 
cerned. the, policy, the commerce, and-allihe 
real.interests df the country? He) affirmedothat:: 
¢:commercial and political relations: ofthe: Kaste!: 
India Company were so\intimately united and-ins: : 
n ‘with-each-other, that it was impossible: 
jshake: the one 9without losing thew others) 
ar! hear.) The liberty he hadithas takeniofoe 
rering this sentiments at>so: much Jength, igo 
d would be:excused, ‘Hefelt that aiopology’. 
sito'the Gourt ;..bat he tas sovdeeplyciineod 
» with: with thelimportance of :thesquestion plies 7 
no 12 t help yielding ito the:persuasiony thiat‘hes 
oLhargivey — ‘Phere was; howe n° 










' cers soso I 

wete ‘filled’ withsthe youth of that country, w 
were brought wens tain 8 

cation. When 






avai reo a4 Withisuch’o 
and iotions as these, was'it‘toomuch to 










theaiselves-dinpoéed theiestcrtait-dtier sad uie~ = 
ments.as the Americans?) At leasty withthe woe: 
ful-expetience’we had had'of ‘the consequence’ 
x: a of ‘the same kind/in that country, we 
ught to avoid every step’ that:might tendtovre- 
siege dla for the'safety:of our East-Indian 
possessions—Awe ought to bear; in prospect the exe 
z ample :of :America—and we. ought; with: eve’ 
inthe Eats 2 Twas. em ane sabenaaers 
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peamon nen which tg, 
Company would be discu 
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‘tition, at be as he apprehended, been read. ie 
ithe, purpose of. haying those alterations po pointed 
: out; but that not having been yet done, h he = though t 
~ the honourable Proprietor who Spoke. ast qwas a 
Tittle irregular i in delivering his, sentiment tsbefore 

|, any, question was delivered from t BR ae and 


before. the proper. eb at seo lay's discuss ussior 
° “was stated. to the Cou : submitt a eee. 
_ that it would have been m more "Fegular 4 the 
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> Peapected thie 4 iia of the’ Company invits mili © 
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nourable. Pro ietor So haye waited until the ake 
terations’ we “read, anid the ¢ heaton n put theres Z 
a mE a Chait | sabi : 
Ga oe sb said he thought this walt ‘ 
“ an ; 7 egas tan: J 
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i. Hoare se that the Petition a | 






iieel of debate befo sre the 
‘tions were read, “Tt Wo be Poker, pro 
sH honourable Proprietor to deliver his sex 
pon ‘the amendments, when the: question 
te ut; but not havin been. “put; hey 1 
the liberty of | ‘saying’ that the mote i 
would be to wait t for the question. : 
_ The : Chairman said he certainly did state, 
honourable Proprietor, who spoké last, had ea 
t tioned, ‘that there were some alterations made in the 
Petition s since the last Court. He had now, how- 4 
éver, t to observe, that the ‘alterations: were incoy * | 
Fics as to the gteat points in agitation, and = 
Bes rath er of a clerical patute. . The most” t material 
3 ould now be, read. 1n0 ae 
eis Smith (Solicitor ” to. ‘ike Company) then 
it ed; that the’ alterations lade in. tale j 
mits were of a ating atute, ‘and that’ the main 
ie “was in’ that par giip of the Petition ® 
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ould bejdctmed. by't to 
| Sea nen it 


hal daly 
fi gieencrnl fetes 
inthe greatest part of the prayer ofithe 
hhad beens just xeadye hesshould:be , 
deta ; the Courtrunsecessatily 


r a it pol be tem well of-fhose 
a = bar, as: of tt hose ee the bar, that 


4 ® aii ter oh reer Ay betes 
tition | of $0 apy the tance to, Bd bis, general 


s, not onl Soca: but of..the 
» Should...go. go from hence -asuperfect: ‘as’ it 

taping eee nk Negus apa 
’ ; v ie d kBLS 


ther. ¢ 


€onsi= “ 












to! Bone saat any: —— 
which shall bé:corisistent with the: rights of yout: 
' Pétitioners, and the: security of British’ India tae 
No words,:he: thought, could: be more proper 
than‘those used: in that: part of the Petition, 
caust it ‘was leaving to the j justi¢e of the ‘Legitlas 
ture (which;-indeed, *he wenturéd before ‘to sig- 
gest) every thing that might be useful/ahd advan 
tageous to the country, consistent with the right 

_ ofboth:parties. Anxious, therefore,that that should ~ 
stand:as part of the Petition, he begged wWeto 
call. the attention of. the Court to: theitwo. 
quentparagraphs.\' The. first* was that which 
‘eet sstated, that» the® ete resources: pave 





: To vubderstand the hosbpratila gentleman’ s allusion, cor 
vectly, it will’ be’ necessary to. quote the whole paragraph al- na 
hided!to, from thé’ Petition itsélf. 

“Your Petitioners ask not for ah exclusive trade aaiail dhe 
batrow. principles of, monopoly for the mere purpose of com> _ 
mercial gain... _ They haye under their gare interests of a more i 
‘extended a land liberal natare, which it is their duty to attend, tor 
“Yuur | Petitioners are reddy to become parties to any arrange) 
mente which. shill be consistent with ‘the right of ‘your. Pe- 
tioners;, and the security of British Tadia, aad which will” ‘not pe 
deprive your Petitioners of the means of fulfilling their pcette 2 
HOM jengazen with, ‘the public or individuals : on tlie, per- 

ormance of the unictions which rite! be continued or avons 
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E a Se lieccrition of, the nepaucahle, Chairman, 2 at’ 
_ ahe;last meeting, “that there. was, a surplusjreve- 
' gue of one million anda half,per annum, and that 
a= might bas 


all consistent with the, ta 






be of ‘putting the matter out of all doubt ;, because i it 
ie -was,calculated ‘to mislead, the world into a belief j 
s "shat the Company had nothing. to depend. upon 
f ip An on profits in, trade... This was, certainly an 
~ ebjection which he would wish to have answered 
' or obviated... The second point to which he, al-. 
~ sluded,as. objectionable j in the Petition, and Which 
she hoped would be altered or, left..out, was that 
= wherein the, Court stated, “ your Pe- 
| ers submit, that they would not, be justified 
ne ou becoming parties to any system which, on con- 
Beis sideration; “should appear to them, likely. to. prove . 
i ati illusion.”, Now, he.certainly expected that this 
ric” Me been. one of the alterations. made. in 
i -the Petition, but he was SOrTy,.tO.., find. that these 
ae more were ml continued, : Sm eee 
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germ sigh o of the ict eae e j 
an the Petition by the honourable Pro- 
_ptietor. “He believed, that with respect tothose 
‘words now alluded t6; the Court of Directors had Ei 
no very great desire themselves to retain them ia ; 
the Petition, if it should be the wish of the Pra — + 
prietors themselves, to have them omitteds"From i 
‘what had passed, in the Court of Directors; he} 
believed he was watented iii saying this,’ sat 
‘order to their being removed he apprehen 
could only be done by an’ expressed’ resolution 
of the Court of’ Proprietors: 2 She tq. Ie 
“Mr. Hume résumed. He said, iis “ex. 
‘tremely unwilling to detain’ the Court unnecessa- 
ily; ‘but he tristed-it would appear to them thét 
‘the’ expressions used in that part of the Petition 
did put the Court in a very different situation — 
from that which they: ought to nidintain: on ‘this — 
‘important occasion’; and’ that whatever mightsbe — 
the result of the investigation of the acne 
into this subject, the Court having pledged a 
‘Selves to nothing, he was convinced that nothing, ‘4 
+ whith they had the! power to adopt as-well'as to 
“reject, would” be ‘submitted’ to them bythe Lie ‘ 
‘gi re. “‘°But here’ the Petition appeared'ito be | 
“beg ging conclusions ; ‘and ‘he would here, by the a 
way, stake the liberty Of asking, what itwas othe ‘ 
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spoke dank ori stellen saat 
come a. sparty 2. Because he thought ‘itin-» 

4 ery gueat difficulty and: int! 
ae ae 























agitiout, cweitlate soaapiaiaie 
Is of cat onthe: part of those. te. whom: the's 
io ie ht be geferreds . .,There..was; likewise « 
other! part of the: Petition . Pesdirgens abo bbe 
was-at-variance.with'the statates, which, gave the 
East India Company a right to theis present Chat : 
tef, The words’ of the Petition: to which, he/al-s) 
Juded, were these: *.Xour, Petitioners: aumbly.s 
othat any; petted 
: sean haveatights except, with, the consent of, : 
Petitionerss.to-use «the vettlamentacfactonicnd : 
meeeiont India, and so 
‘enactm nts of the. sadof, GeosLLemgre gorrectyis 
ent to. thisysSthat-on-ithe termination of 
upany? Sarit sa = 
: fnew pinta cipher | 












. sani Vagigebrindidiitiet ri sbieay eel 
tochavethe tight ‘to-trade im common to India’ 
after the expiration of the Company's Charter, aj" ‘ 
though the right to trade exclusively was conti<l _ 
nuedto the Company, 'still the oltimate right res! 
mained in the whole body of the British peoples’: 
He therefore.could not helpeonsidering that: the” — 
retention of these words was impolitic, because it 
was advisable to: obviate'every possible source oft 
_ adverse opition upon this’subject, when ‘it came 
to be discusséd-elsewhere. Besides: this ’ Ai 
tion} ait respected the present objection, might) ‘ 
bewery safely*taken, as it did appear vpn 
thé words Were quite unecessary, 7 
°Another part’ of the Petition’ he thought re." 
quited’some explanation, and he trusted; in take’! - 
ing’ this exception to the Petition, the Court would?’ 
be satisfied that his sole object invat present trou | 
bling them, wasto remove all obstacles to an /una-' 
nimity “of sentiment upon this» great questiom 
“He was’ not aware of ahy document before the?! 
public pon which’ it could be shewn that the’ 
statement in page 17/of the Petition, ‘thatthe’ |. 
net produce by trade, exclusive of all coljateral! 
objects’ and’ payments of dividends amounting’ to’ 
sit ‘millions’ and. odd ‘thousands pounds, Bi sant 
correct. This statement of so “enormous 
_ might give! rise! #6 ee rjc sto 
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‘ ie iis a was sustained © seyteiie un 
a questionable documents; ‘because,’ by the docu~ 
_ ments which had been laid before the’pubiic|in 
-1810;:and subsequent ‘to ‘that period,°the “nett. 
ne Ptoduce of the Company’s trade, exclusive of the 
usual deductions, ‘did not exceed £1 ,535,308. 
| Instead of the statement’ ‘in’ the Petition being 
- eonfined to anything like that sum, the Petition 
. Youndly asserted that ‘the: nett ‘produce of ‘their 
trade is‘ considerably -upwards- of £6,000;000, 
Me iking the enormous surplus, over and) above 
< "he last accounts laid before the public} tojamount 
_ ‘to! upwards: of four millions. - Now, for his own 
"_ {part,wheswas unable to account for'thisextraor- 
| dinary increase ; and he should:be happy to have 
_ ssome’explanation' upon’the subject; ‘unintelligible 
tas’ it»was “at present ; because he thought »that 
Swhatever the Court asserted ‘in the Petition, ‘they 
pense to'be prepared to prove ‘and testify by the 
_ most satisfactory evidence.» Now with a'view! of _ 
| asliewing how necessary it was for the’ Court to be 
\itsguard against stating what/it-would’not’ ‘be 

sree to’ prove, he *would ‘take the libertyof ‘pro - 
. | ducing part ‘of the VIIIth Report, which had 
_ been ‘published a few’ days before’; he meant’ the 

) Report ofthe’ Secret Committee! ‘of Correspiond- 
| Wenee. “It was'tot'how neceédsafy’for him té‘enter 
_ Mite a particalar inivebtigation Of* the ‘Contents *of 
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that reporty or ‘to ‘point out) those facts stated int 
it; which he conceived-could not»be supported 5 
but "he would take one fact) as:an: instancey):to- 
shew the ‘propriety. of. the»observation he had 
‘made, which he was.convinced:the Court would 
admit as a fact that-was extremely strong. ‘The aa 
circumstance he alluded to, was contained under te 4 
the: third ‘head ..of. object ons which had: been 
made: against ..the;-Reuewal.of | the Company's 
Charter. . The. Committee had. stated, <7 
third head of, those objections, :‘*-that, notwithe 
standing, the|,inorease..of the, Company’s territo- mi 
ries, their trade\has decreased, » though protected 2 4 
from enemies and. hostile rivalry,” Tavararte ig | 
this, »the. Company, had, declared. .in. the; same — ‘l 
Report,“ that. it .was not, true, that, chon eee 
‘merce had decreased, although. their..sales; had. 
-fallen.otf in some, years, by. tie exclusion of British 
-commerce from. the European,continent,’” Now aia 
sahie denial, on the’ part..of the Company, wasia 
odirect, contradiction..to: the, Eotcomgainn othe, 
House of Commons, and. it would be: in- 
.Gumbept,on the Company, that, this, ap Sue 
peleared;.up by, unquystionable evidence ,-butbe 
vas aftaid that the .facis, were.inodirect.oppasi- 
-itign, tothe Reportiof the Secrep Committggg for — 
raif.shg, took .the,agcount, ofthe returns for thedast 
horeneniess aysars of, Fogg exami” “| 
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D etincrentans ets that a valk aeclebie ap- 
"peated. vin the trade of the’Compaty. ‘The hon. - 
ae here contrasted ‘the accounts of the 
_ two periods, from which, “he said it appeared, 
that, during the “last eight ‘years, a decrease “of 
-» eree:mallions and upwards had taken place in the 
bes ade‘of the Company, andithat it was very little. 
sho vof:-halfamillion per anmum during “that 
periods ‘Now, he said, the object of ‘his noticing 
3 this eas:for the Purpose of shewing the necessity. 
_ of -acduracy ‘on the part -ef the Court, and the» 

_ faliy: of stating» any items in their Petition and’ 
err coeraietenbees \-daneonesa: 
theyshould not ‘beable 9°prove. ‘Therefore if 
et ces this subject proved the. 

_ fact he now istated:(and certainly he thad novveas 
: on to disbelieve’ the statement: so'madé) ;:ifit’ 
i wise duting the period of the last eight : 
ere was.an annual decrease ‘in the Com 

T enpssmte of £0000, he ‘submitred, whether: 
"the: Comraittee, in giving this fact to the world, 
acted "prudently in drawing the attention of the” 
toni toa -point “unsupported ‘by evidence, - 
“which could-only submit thelr Petition:'to : the 
a | evi of those sto might be naturally expected 
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to throw obstacles Ryton sabide Kina could, im? 
the way of the Gompany’s Petition. But think-* — 
ing that. the Committee must. have taken ingg — 
their view the Indian and China trade together,’ 
he naturally adverted to the prime cost of the) 
Indian goods and the Chinese goods, during the’ 
same two periods, He thereby found that upon) — 
a.contrast between those two periods, there was! 
an «increase. of one) million and odd. thousand» 
pounds sin the amount) of the Chinese goods’ ath y 
ptime cost, beyond what the state of that: tre 1 
was during ‘the: first eight years 5 and if he dew. 
ducted that fromthe decrease of the Bengal trade, 
during the Jast cight years, he would find that) 
there wasadifference of somewhere about two — 
million six hundred thousand and odd hundred» 
pounds, being an annual decrease of about 
£300,000, | He.noticed these’ points witha view! _ 
of shewing how mecessary it was. that the Court’ 
should ‘be. prepared to shew the statement of: 
_ the fact in their Petition, that the increase of) a 
trade’amounted to upwards of £6,000,000. 

well founded in truth. Diep uisinlahe-gergnedet 
to sustain.a statement of this kind by satisfactory: 
evidence, but-he was not aware of any documents; 
before the public which warranted such an agser~- 
tion ; and if the Court could not prove thatthe’ — 
statement: was correct, he should beg leave to, 











ove th rect in snson should be left out 
the petition ‘and’ that there stiould’be stibstis 
“tuted in its stead, a mere ‘general’ statement, 
|e that ‘there’ had beeh profit,” witliout pledging 
t to any specific sum. Thishe suggested 
“Bip forthe purpose of avoiding any objection 
that might be: taken, ‘by those who were: not 
v RCHaE tothe Company, :to this’ point, and! that 
thie’ Company’ ‘might not Cominiv themselves in 
. he public estitnation: 90" gat: faebaizs 
‘Having thus esac ‘so sa upon the time 
“of the Coiitt;’he’ should trouble them-with: few 
Madame ation. He! was ‘anxious'to answer 
some objections of the honourable Proprietor who 
- first spoke; and he hoped ‘the Court would excuse 
‘him’ fora few’ moments whilst’ he» calledtheir 
‘attention to°those ‘objections: ‘He was the more 
“desirous of doing ‘so because ‘the*subject) before 
_the' Court was of the greatest importance ; and,.as 
‘ie involved a great variety of considerations; sit 
juld ‘not be’ too fully discussed before the:Peti- 
tion went into the’ world, It'seemed:to -him,:the 
Honourable Proprietor’s motive for deciding upon 
- this question was ‘father“an extraordinaryzone. 
Ifhe remeinbered correctly, his: declaration was, 
ighiat such was his Veneration for the system:and 
" establishtti¢nts’in pdia, that! he/owas unwilling 
ria mad or toach ‘a ving alate rent 
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he -<ffected, with a. was ven all 
changes whatsoever.” .... ils 
oMr.| Abel ‘Cherian acai penn. for. ion 
rupting the honourable gentleman ;. but he. must 
excuse him if-he denied haying said. Wh eee 
thing as that now imputed to bim. 2% 
«Mrs: Hume resumed ;—The honourable ‘eentles {i 
man’s words were these : 3,“ He, was averse to. all if 
kinds of changes ; and that, he would not. OR 
any’ permission. to. any alteration in the present 
establishment. of the East-India Company... si i 
Now, he would submit to the Courts, whether 
they would adopt a proposition, which. signified, ‘ 
that whateversmight be the situation of the estar 
blishments ofthe East-India Company—howeyer " 
imperfect.it might become, either. from the, effects 
of, tithe 5or the natural.,degeneracy to, which all) 
dhuman institutions were.subject ; still, no, changes 
wwerectoy be» effected, whatever .advantage, they 
might produce ‘even to the concerns of the Com; | 
pany:themselves. Surely, this.was so unreasonable 
adoctrine;:that it was impossible itcould.be.se+ — 
tiously.entertained in,a-diseussion,of this,,.nature. 
‘There owas: no/institution-of human erection free 
ymn'some kind: of imperfection.; and.in which _ 
thefewwas:not- always x00 for,amendment, 
ihowevet:perfectnit might-be.. But,to/hold.out — 
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